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admit that no official organization of mortal men whose
vocation does not carry with it extraordinary mental powers
(and this is all that any Church Militant can in the face of
fact and history pretend to be), can keep pace with the
private judgment of persons of genius except when, by a
very rare accident, the genius happens to be Pope, and not
even then unless he is an exceedingly overbearing Pope.
The Churches must learn humility as well as teach it. The
Apostolic Succession cannot be secured or confined by the
laying oa of hands: the tongues of fire have descended on
heathens and outcasts too often for that, leaving anointed
Churchmen to scandalize History as worldly rascals* When
the Church Militant behaves as if it were akeady the Church
Triumphant, it makes these appalling blunders about Joan
and Bruno and Galileo and the rest which make it so- diffi-
cult for a Freethinker to join it; and a Church which has
oo place for Freethinkers: nay, which does not inculcate
and encourage freethinking with a complete belief that
thought, when really free, must by its own law take the path
that leads to The Church's bosom, not only has no future in
modem culture, but obviously has no faith in the valid
science of its own tenets, and is guilty of the heresy that
theology and science are two different and opposite impulses,
rivals for human allegiance,
I have before me the letter of a Catholic priest. " In your
play," he writes, ** I see the dramatic presentation of the
conflict of the Regal, sacerdotal, and Prophetical powers,
in which Joan was crushed. To me it is not the victory of
any one of them over the others that will bring peace and
the Reiga of the Saints in the Kingdom of God, but their
fruitful interaction in a costly but noble state of tension.*"
The Pope himself could not put it better; nor can I. We
must accept the tension, and maintain it nobly without
fetfing ourselves be tempted to relieve it by burning the

